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Abstract

A Comparison of the Step—-by-Step Technical Worker Training

Policies between South Korea and Japan

Cho, Kyeonghee - Shin, Seungkeun

Amid a severe birthrate decline and aging population, both the Korean
and Japanese governments have decided that the short-term rotational
foreign skilled labor inflow policy alone is not enough to improve the
labor shortage in industrial sites, and are considering new inflow policies.

In 2024, the Ministry of Employment and Labor expanded the number of
unskilled workers and industries and occupations, while the Ministry of
Justice promoted a long-term residence-based gradual status upgrade system
and the establishment of a unified foreign worker policy coordination
deliberation body as a policy to attract skilled workers. Meanwhile, in
June 2024, Japan amended and promulgated the Technical Intern Training
Act and the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act to link
them to the Skilled Worker Specific Skills System, as well as the
establishment of an unskilled technical worker training and employment
system to secure mid- and long-term workers.

This article analyzes the main contents and challenges of Korea's and
Japan's policies to secure foreign technical talent with the aim of

improving the uncertainty of long-term foreign worker policies.

Keywords : foreign technical workers, employment permit system, K-point

E74, foster employment system, specified skills system



