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abstract

The Characteristics of Illegal Labor Disputes in 2003
and Their Implications in Labor Policy

Dong-Myong Lee - Kang-Sik Kim

In Korea, 320 labor disputes occurred during 2003. And the approximately
20% of labor disputes were illegal. In this study, we examined the
characteristics of labor disputes occurred in 2003, especially those of illegal
labor disputes, and presented some measures in labor policy. The results of our
study are as follows;

First, the labor disputes occurred more in the firms that have large employees
and young aged unions, and the illegal labor disputes occurred in the firms that
have large employees and old aged unions..

Second, the labor disputes were related to both wage and non-wage issues
such as labor hours, business reengineering, and union recognition. And
compared with ordinary  labor disputes, the illegal ones were related to
non-wage issues.

Third, union's behaviors like holding production utilities and management's
behaviors like shut down occurred higher in case of legal labor disputes than
ordinary ones.

Fourth, some measures in labor policy such as the cooperation of unions,
management, and government, education on  unions and management, and
finding way to increase employment, should be considered in order to overcome

the labor disputes.

Key Words : labor dispute, illegal labor dispute, labor policy



