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abstract

Exploring the Concepts of Working Hours in Korean Road
Transportaion Business: A Comparative Analysis of
International Standards and Korean Reality

Sang Hee Lee, Kiu Sik Bae, Jun Mo Cho

This study examines the ILO, EU and Japanese labor standards of working hours
in the road transport sector, and empirically probes on the actual working hours of
Korean bus and taxi drivers. The literature survey in this study suggests that the
Japanese-style measurements of working hours does not only merit the simplicity
by exploiting portal-to-portal hours but the accompanied regulations for working
hours flexibly also reflect the heterogeneity of the taxi and bus industry. The EU
regulation defines working time separately from the period of availability. The
Japanese and EU's regulation may be benchmarked in measurement and regulation
of working hours in the Korean road transport sector. We develops working time
measurement appropriate to the context of the bus and taxi industry by coming up
with a number of factor elements constituent of working time. Our empirical results
suggest that the excessively long working hours are attributed to work practice of
the third-day off after two consecutive working days in the bus sector and to work
practice such as 'one driver (instead of two) responsible for one taxi' in the taxi
sector. This empirical results imply that a labor policy are necessary to address the
long working hours in the road transport sector by getting rid of the road transport
from the Exceptions for Article 58th (D of Korean Labor Standard Law. Finally,
this study proposes that the measurements of working hours for the calculation of
hourly rate in collective bargaining do not need to be tied with the ones of working

hours the regulations for the public welfare.
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Key words : hours of working, exceptions for article 58th of Korean Labor
Standards Law, measurements and regulations for working hours in
Korean road transportation business, portal-to-portal hours, stand-by
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