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abstract

Understanding the New International Classification of Disability
and Introduction of the Concept of Functional Disability

Hwang, Soo Kyeong

The aim of this paper is to provide evidences how to construct and to use the
concept of disability responding to the needs for various social policies, especially
the employment policy for the disabled. The definition of disability is directly
connected with social policies in many ways. It is because the definition of disability
ordinarily becomes a key factor when we have to distinguish who are the
beneficiaries of anti-discrimination act, employment support and any other social
support. The ICF (International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health)
system, which WHO introduced in 2001, is the outcome of rebuilding up the concept
of disability in social policy perspective.

This paper deals with the world-wide changes in perception of disability and the
relationship between the concept of disability and social policies, centering around
the ICF system. In Korea, the discrepancy between the target of employment policies
and those beneficiaries has increased as the legal category of (medical) disability
expanded. This paper suggests that an introduction of the concept of functional
disability in employment policy perspective could be a clue to solve this problem.
The empirical results using the KLIPS (Korean labor and Income Panel Study)
dataset which contains both of two concepts of disability, ie. medical definition and
functional definition, show that the latter type of disability has more significant

effects on employment status.

Key words : IDICH, ICF, the medical definition of disability, the social definition
of disability, the functional definition of disability



