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abstract

Analysis of Changes in Social Insurance Legislation and
Coverage : With the Perspective of Legal Exclusion

Jeong-hee Seo - Seung-ho Back

This study reexamines view of the existing researches that social insurance
laws legally became fully. That is checked by two way. First, this study
investigates changes in social protection entitlements provided in the four major
social insurance laws in Korea. Secondly, this study investigates how the actual
size of workers who are not covered by law has been changing. The study
examines Korean Labour Panel 2003(6th wave) and 2012 (15th wave). The
summary of our analysis are followings. First, since 2003, the legal coverage
of the four social insurance laws expanded and hence the number of workers
who are legally excluded has decreased. For example, there was reduction
in uncovered population by 19% for National Pension, 16% for Employment
insurance, 14% for Health insurance and 13% for Industrial Accident
Compensation Insurance Act(IACIA). Secondly, despite the positive changes
regarding the legal coverage, a substantial number of workers are still
uncovered by the four social insurance laws. Especially, for National Pension,
Health insurance and Employment insurance, 14% of waged workers are still
legally excluded and the expansion of coverage for these workers are in need.
Regarding National Pension and Health Insurance, day-workers and workers
with frequent move were excluded from the protection with highest proportion.
In case of Employment insurance, about 4% of workers (who are neither civil
servant nor private school employees) are still legally excluded and dependent

contractors were most vulnerable. On the other hand, in case of IACIA, only
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0.44%(2012) of workers were legally excluded suggesting the coverage wide

enough to cover almost all of the waged workers.

Keyword : social insurance law, waged worker, legal coverage, legal exclusion,
non-standard worker, employment status.
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