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Abstract

Changes in Working Time Regime in Korea

Hwang, Gyu Seong

Working time regime in Korea has transformed from omnipresent long-time
working regime(1960~1990s) to a segmented regime(since 2000s) in respect
of the rules inherent in working hours, such as time politics, logic of collective
action, and time allocation patterns. The former is characterized by time politics
forming contradiction of total labor and capital, collective patience as a norm
for workers, savings as a rule for distributing working hours. In the 21st
century, the logic of dualization penetrated the rules of working time. In time
politics, the confrontation between labor and labor over the distribution of
lifetime working hours has come to the fore, creating conflicts between insiders
and outsiders, present and future workers. While insiders fight for a wage
increase and extension of lifetime working hours which could reduce necessary
working hours for them, outsiders adopt individual patience as their mode
of action to increase actual working hours. Debt-based house buying model,
which draws future working hours into the present, reinforces the
insider-outsider division. The segmented working time regime suggests that
there is a serious problem in the social distribution of working time. The
working time regime should be reorganized to realize decent working hours

evenly.

Keywords : work hours, working time regime, dualization



